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north-east to south-west, or almost exactly perpen-
dicular to the direction in 1896.

Secondly, it will be noticed (Fig. 60) that the
isoseismal lines are not equidistant from one another.
On the north-east side, they are separated by dis-
tances of 20, 34, 55, and 51 miles; and on the south-
west side by distances of 13^, 25, 60, and 77 miles.
It follows from this that the fault-surface must hade
or slope towards the north-east; for, near the epi-
centre, the intensity is greatest and dies out more
slowly on the side towards which the fault hades.

If we could ascertain any one place through which
the fault passed, its position would thus be com-
pletely determined. Unfortunately, there is no
decisive evidence on this point. There are, however,
several places to the south-west of Hereford where
the intensity of the shock was distinctly less than
in the surrounding district, and it is possible that
this was due to their neighbourhood to the fault-line
(seep. 135). If so, the originating fault must have
extended from a point about a mile and a half west
of Hereford for a distance of about 16 miles to the
south-east; and a fault in this position would cer-
tainly satisfy all the details of the seismic evidence.

NATURE  OF  THE SHOCK.

Throughout the disturbed area, considerable
variations were observed in the nature of the shock.
These changes were due to the mere size of the
focus, to its elongated form and, as will be seen, to
its discontinuity, and also to the distance of the place
of observation from the epicentre.

At places near the epicentre, rapid changes in the